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20 countries

Belgium, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, 
Turkey, United Kingdom

Method



Does Your Country have a national register of Paediatric Nurses? 
(can you register as a paediatric nurse in your country?) n=20

• Belgium: Postgraduate course in paediatric and neonatal care

• Iceland: Masters education children’s nursing 

• Ireland: Higher Diploma in Nursing Studies (Children’s Nursing)

• Italy: Bachelor diploma for Paediatric Nursing

• Luxembourg: Bachelor sciences infirmières en pédiatrie

• Netherlands: Postgraduate course paediatric nurse

• Portugal: Master’s degree in child and Paediatric health and 2 
years working 

• Sweden: 1 year education on advanced level, master degree

• Turkey: Master eduation Child Health Nursing

• United Kingdom: Bachelor of Nursing for the Child Field

Yes; 10; 50%

No; 10; 50%



• Belgium: working in the field – update practice 60 hours per 4 year 

• Ierland: No compulsory continuing professional development but 
probably in future and similar to UK

• Luxembourg: legitimate for 2 years – 40 hours of compulsory Lifelong 
Learning.

• Netherlands: Training – working – amount of training hours 

If so, are there any conditions attached to the permanent 
registration? (e.g. number of hours of compulsory further 
training per year or you have to work on a paediatric ward, …)? 
n=10



FRANCE
There is a national register via the National Council of Nurses, where we can 

mention our speciality diploma when registering. 
However, we cannot consider this to be a register for paediatric nurses.

Until recently, the information was not communicated to the national agency 
responsible for continuing professional development (a specific continuing 

training scheme for healthcare professionals). This seems to have changed for 
the start of the 2023 academic year, following our warnings.



• Czech Republic

• Italy

• Ireland

• United Kingdom

• Germany yes and no

In your country can you become a Paediatric nurse WITHOUT 
training as a general care nurse (direct entry)? n=20

Yes; 4; 20%

No; 16; 80%
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Czech Republic Paediatric Nurse, Paediatric
nurse at diploma level

36 830 2000 diploma

Italy Bachelor of Paediatric
Nursing (Laurea in 
Infermieristica Pediatrica)

36 180 2200 2400 diploma

Ireland Nursing integrated 
programme in General and 
Children's Nursing

54 1841 2855 diploma

United Kingdom Child Branch BSc (Hons) of 
MSc

36 180 2300 2300 cerificate

Germany General nursing and
specialisation in Paediatric 
nursing

Direct 
entry



• Croatia

• Denmark

• Estonia

• Letvia

• Slovenia

• Germany: yes and no

In your country, is there, at the moment, an education 
programme for paediatric nursing? N=20

Yes; 14; 74%

No; 5; 26%



* Not applicable - daily training on the ward mixed with theory 
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Belgium Bachelor in paediatrics and
neonatology

12 60 450 450 Diploma

Czech Republic Nursing care in paediatrics 24 ? Min 830 2000 diploma

Greece Specialty program in Paediatric 
Nursing

18 N A* Certificate

Iceland Master of Science in children's 
Nursing

24 120 2750 3500 The right to apply for 
internship to train as a clinical 
specialist in Childrens nursing

Ireland children’s critical care, oncology, 
cardiac nursing, emergency nursing

60

Italy Master (first level) in paediatric
nursing/ Master (first level) in 
Neonatal and Paediatric Nursing

12 60 900 600 Certificate

Luxembourg Bachelor science of nursing in 
paediatrics

24 180 1000 1000 diploma

POST
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The Netherlands VKV it's the Dutch name for the post 
graduate training in Paediatrics

15 205 1200 Diploma

Norway Paediatric nursing
Master degree in paediatric nursing

18
24

90
120

50% 50% diploma

Portugal Master in Child and Paediatric Health 
Nursing (Mestrado em Enfermagem de 
Saúde Infantil e Pediátrica) 

18 90 1200 1200 diploma

Sweden Specialist nurse on health and medical 
care for children and adolescents

10 60 1200 40 Master degree

Turkey Child Health Nursing 24 Master degree

United Kingdom Master of Sience in Nursing
BA (Hons)

48
36

240
120

6133
2300

6133
233

Certificate
certificate

POST
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How do you teach the practical paediatric techniques and skills 
in your country? n=19

OTHER 

EXTENDED REALITY (VR, AR, 360°,. . . )

SIMULATION WITH REAL PERSONS  IN A CLASSROOM

SKILLSLABS WITH MANIKINS AND DOLLS

PRACTICAL PLACEMENT (INTERNSHIP, ON THE JOB, . . . )

THEORETICAL APPROACH

3

4

9

17

20

20



• IERLAND: Problem based Scenarios, competency clinical documents

• UNITED KINGDOM: All apply including discussions of simulated practice 
with clinical supervisors during clinical placements. Safe medicate- to 
ensure proficiency with medication knowledge and administration. 
Clinical Skills online.

Other
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In your country, is it allowerd (by law) to work as a 
general nurse on the following wards? N=20
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• Adequate prepared? 

• Context: mainly hospital care

• Variation in content

• No European standard

• Little focus on children in curricula

Discussion
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• Sufficient context in paediatric nursing 

• Competency framework for paediatric nursing education 

• European criteria for specialise nursing education 

Take home message 
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